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Newsletter 

As we get ready for the hustle and bustle of December and look to wind down 2024, it’s 
good to take a moment to count our blessings. The Beauty and the Beast play was fabulous 
and wouldn’t have been so successful without the countless volunteer hours by our students 
and members of our community. Our sports team rely on volunteers in every sport season 
and we know our main focus is academics at West Delaware and there are many hands 
helping there as well. We have volunteers doing a variety of tasks: working with students, 
assisting with class/school projects, attending field trips as a chaperone, building sets for 
high school plays, helping in the concession stands, baking for parent/teacher confer-
ences,various at-home projects, etc… just to name a few. It’s easy to sign up and I’m here 
to help! Here is the link with all of the information you will need to volunteer in our class-
rooms or for school projects: 
 
https://www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/Pages/district/volunteer.html 
 
The Academic Booster Club financially supports, recognizes and celebrates academics at 
West Delaware! Twice per year teachers can submit a grant request for items that provide 
additional learning opportunities for their classrooms. This club is always looking for vol-
unteers with creative ideas and ways to fundraise! Please contact WD ABC at westdela-
wareabc@gmail.com for more information on when they meet next. Stacy Vorwald is the 
current president of this organization. 
 
The Athletic Booster Club supports various athletic and other activities during the school 
year, including sporting events, tournaments, concession operations, student awards and 
recognition and improvements to the facilities and equipment. The booster club normally 
meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 6:00. You can contact the current president, 
Keri Schulte, at keri.schulte@gmail.com for more information on meetings. 
 
The Friends of Music provides financial support to our Music Department every year. 
They also organize 1,000’s of volunteer hours by planning for the Red Carpet Gala, sewing 
costumes, helping set up with Marching Band, chaperoning and driving students to music 
events, and managing events at the Hanson Auditorium. This is a great organization if you 
are interested in Fine Arts at West Delaware! They normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the High School Commons. Contact westdelaware-
fom@gmail.com for more information. Rick Seeley is the current president of this organi-
zation. 
 
If you want to stay connected with the West Delaware Volunteer Program, please register 
at the following link: https://www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/Pages/district/volunteer.html or 
send me an email at: jacquelahr@w-delaware.k12.ia.us. We look forward to having a 
strong database to support our hard-working teachers and helping our students achieve 
greatness! Thank you and enjoy all that the upcoming season has to offer! 

Hats Off to Our Amazing 
Volunteers!  

Jacque Lahr, West Delaware Volunteer Coordinator 
jacquelahr@w-delaware.k12.ia.us 
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West Delaware Schools 
701 New Street 
Manchester, IA  52057 
(563) 927-3515 
 
Mission Statement:  The 
mission of the West Del-
aware County Communi-
ty School District, in 
collaboration with the 
family and community, is 
to provide a safe, cultur-
ally rich environment in 
which all students can 
reach their full potential 
academically, emotional-
ly, physically and social-
ly. 
 
Vision:  Challenging 
Academics, Relation-
ships, 21st Century Skills 
 
Board of Education 
Carl Johnson, President 
Steve Buesing, Vice Pres 
Luke Imsland, Director 
Jamie Vaske, Director 
Jon Worden, Director 
 
Superintendent 
Jen Vance 
 

Director of Student  
Services 
Matt O’Loughlin 
 

Director of Finance 
Lynnette Engel 
 

Lambert Elementary   
Rudi Hameister,  
Principal 
 

Middle School 
Jacqueline Lahey 
Principal 
 

High School 
Tim Felderman, Principal 
Matt Weis,  
Asst. Principal/AD 
 

Buildings, Grounds 
& Transportation 
Gary Fonck Director 
 

Director of Technology 
Joe Hegland 
 

Director of Food  
Service 
Kim Sperfslage 
 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Jacque Lahr 

As we enter the Winter season please use the checklist below to ensure your family is 
ready for any impacts the weather may have on school. Please remember that our dis-
trict covers a large geographic area so your street might look fine but someone else on 
the other side of the district may not be able to get out of their driveway. We will make 
the best decision possible given the information we have. We are human though and 
will most likely make a call at some point, only to learn later we could have had 
school. 
 
I know we already had an unexpected practice run but let's double check everything on 
this list as we head into December. 

1. Make sure your contact information is correct in PowerSchool (click on 
Forms then School Messenger Information) 

2. Know your source to learn about possible delays (School Messenger, Face-
book, KMCH Radio, KCRG, KWWL, KGAN) 

3. Have a plan in place in case of an unexpected late start or early dismissal due to 
weather conditions 

 
On days when on-site instruction is not feasible or safe due to weather conditions or 
other circumstances, learning may still continue using virtual learning tech-
niques. Teachers will use remote instruction to create learning experiences that are 
meaningful and address the grade level curriculum. As we have in the past, we likely 
use the virtual option when we have some lead time and know it is extremely likely 
that weather is going to force a cancellation of in person classes. 

 The information in the tables on pages two and three outline the general guide-
lines for Virtual Learning days.  

 Remote learning days are REQUIRED learning.  Attendance will be moni-
tored through work completion, grades will be issued, and teachers will be 
available electronically through Google Classroom, SeeSaw, Zoom, or other 
electronic meeting to support students. 

 
Please click this link to learn more about what Virtual Learning will look like at 
each grade level. 
We ask parents to help us with the following: 

 Monitor and support student progress in accessing and completing activities 
and assignments, as appropriate. 

 Communicate questions for teachers via email, voicemail, or Google class-
room.  

 If your student is unable to participate in a Virtual Learning Day due to an ill-
ness, please report contact your school as you normally would 

 Upon return to school, students who have been reported absent will follow the 
school's make-up policy to complete the work missed. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CQtkKFh0C5M2486QrFu0sxBjnW7fLLxy6EQAYGVDIJI/edit?tab=t.0
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We are excited to spotlight some of our 
volunteers every other month in our school 
newsletter this year. This month we high-
light our faithful volunteers who help eve-
ry week at the Middle School working on 
math with our 5th graders.  We appreciate 

Mark Schleisman and Caitlyn Scherbring and their dedication 
to help our students succeed.  We are also grateful for all who 
help with the BackPack program, which provides food for stu-
dents to take home who need this support. When tummies are 
full, kids can focus on their learning.  If you’d like to volunteer 
at West Delaware, please visit our website: https://www.w-
delaware.k12.ia.us/Pages/district/volunteer.html or contact 
Jacque Lahr at jacquelahr@w-delaware.k12.ia.us or call 563-
927-3515 ext. 207.  

 
Spotlight on  
Volunteers 

Lambert students are selling 
butter braids through  
December 3rd to raise money 
for Student Activities. This 
includes field trips, fun  
activities and so much more! 
The delivery date will be  
after school on December 
17th.  
 
Order online: 
https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/471b1955-e74f-
42da-bf18-cac7919cd7ff 
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https://studentaid.gov/
https://calendly.com/ctalbott-ican/fafsa-ready-iowa-event-lab-west-delaware?month=2025-01
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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EARLY GRADUATION REQUESTS:  
Seniors who wish to graduate early, and who 
have met all graduation requirements, must apply. 
In order to graduate early, students must have the 
approval of the principal and WD School Board. 
Early graduation request forms are available in 
the High School Office. 

Deadlines: 
Term 2 - January 8, 2025 
Term 3 - March 5, 2025 

SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT: Mark your calendars to 
attend a special evening highlighting the Class of 
2025 on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 7 PM. This 
event not only features our seniors with scholar-
ships they have applied for, but also includes 
awards and recognitions for what they have been 
nominated. Academics, Athletics and Music will 
also be showcased. Your presence is a great way 
to thank local community who sponsor awards and 
patron events for WD students.  

SCHOLARSHIPS CLASS OF 2025: Seniors - If 
you have not checked out all the opportunities for 
FREE money on West Delaware High School’s 
Scholarship page, now would be a great time to 
start! Many of these are local patrons and commu-
nity  members who are ready to put the spotlight on 
you. Whether your plans include career or college 
after high school, there is literally something for 
everyone. Scholarships are posted as they become 
available so check back frequently. 
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2024-2025 ACT Test Dates 
Register at act.org or contact the High School Counseling Office for further information.  

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

February 8, 2025 January 3, 2025 

April 5, 2025 February 28, 2025 

June 6, 2025 May 9, 2025 

July 7, 2025 June 6, 2025 

Do You Need Help With FAFSA? 
 If you’re a senior planning for college (or the parent of one), you need to file the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Filling out FAFSA is one of the first major steps in college preparation and the planning 
process. It is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as it becomes available as some types of financial 
aid may run out if you wait until the last minute to apply.  
 
FAFSA is a free form that may be completed without professional assistance via paper or electronic forms 
provided by the U.S. Department of Education at www.fafsa.ed.gov. If you are filling out FAFSA and looking 
for more information, consider looking at the following links:  

What is FAFSA? Helpful tips on filling out the FAFSA and additional information on the differences between 
types of federal aid: http://www.affordablecolleges.com/resources/fafsa/ 

8 Steps to Filling out FAFSA: https://blog.ed.gov/2016/09/8-steps-filling-fafsa/ 

7 Things needed before Filling out the FAFSA 

FREE FAFSA SUPPORT is also available by  
contacting: 
Susan Brown 
Manchester/Oelwein RAMS Center Supervisor 
844-642-2338 Ext. 7102 
brownsu@nicc.edu 

High School Students Wanting to Participate in College Athletics:  
NCAA Eligibility Center: High School students who hope to participate in college athletics at the 
NCAA Division I or II levels, must register at https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2021/2/8/student-athletes-
future.aspx. It is important the student take an active role in this process and start to prepare them-
selves from high school student athlete to college student athlete. 

NAIA Eligibility Center: High School students who hope to participate in college athletics at the 
NAIA level must register at https://play.mynaia.org/.  The NAIA requires all student athletes wishing to 
participate in Division III sports to register. 
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National Honor Society Induction 
By Kathy Naughton, NHS Advisor 

 
The Manchester Chapter of the National Honor Society recently held its annual induction ceremony on Monday, November 18, 2024 
in Hanson Auditorium. This national organization requires that students who are selected demonstrate outstanding scholarship,  
character, leadership and service to the school and to the community.   
 
Juniors and seniors at West Delaware with a grade point average of 3.5 are eligible to apply for membership. Along with SCHOL-
ARSHIP, the other selection criteria include leadership, character, and service. Applicants are required to submit a National Honor 
Information Form and a letter of recommendation to be considered for membership. 
 
LEADERSHIP: Is characterized by being resourceful in proposing new problems, applying principles, and making suggestions. A 
leader is a positive influence on peers in upholding school ideals and spirit and exemplifies positive attitudes. Leaders Inspire posi-
tive behavior in others and demonstrates reliability and dependability. 
 
SERVICE: Service is considered as any actions taken in the school or community by the student on behalf of others without direct 
financial or material compensation to that individual. 
 
CHARACTER: A person of character demonstrates six qualities: responsibility, trustworthiness, respect, fairness, caring, and citi-
zenship. After the information forms have been submitted, the names of the applicants are shared with the entire faculty who are  
encouraged to give their input to the Faculty Council. The Faculty Council is assigned with the task of reading the information sub-
mitted by each applicant, reviewing faculty evaluations, and making the final selection decisions. The Faculty Council is made up of 
five faculty members and one alternate member. Admission to the National Honor Society requires a majority vote of the Faculty 
Council. The NHS Advisor is ex-officio, non-voting member of the committee. 
 
Once the faculty selection committee had completed the evaluation process, students were officially inducted into the National  
Honor Society with an Induction Ceremony, where all members were reminded of the criteria of Scholarship, Leadership, Service 
and Character. A reception for parents and members was held at the conclusion of the Induction Ceremony. 
 
Congratulations and welcome to our new National Honor Society members! 
 
Current NHS Officers: President: Evan Dunkel; Vice-President: Jack Buesing; Secretary: Kirstyn Kolbet; Treasurer: Keagan Jackson 
 
Current Senior Members: Myka Brooks, Jack Buesing, Addison Burger, Hannah Cantwell, Adam Cook, Maleah Demmer, Evan 
Dunkel,  Jeryn, Funke, Susan Funke, Olivia Halvorson, Keagan Jackson, Seth Jackson, Abby Kass, Kennedy Kolbet, Kirstyn Kolbet, 
Brooke Krogman, Nick Lewis, Trudy Loecke, Kennedy Loesche, Claire Manson,  Josie McMahon, Jax Miller, Sam Ogden, Gwenith 
Pasker, Owen Pettlon, Ali Robinson, Jaidyn Ronnebaum, Amelia Schnieders, Anna Sickels, Caleb Stocks, Nickolas Uthe, Braden 
Wenger, Kate Wenger, Paige Woellert, Andrea Wubbena, and Brent Yonkovic 
 
New NHS Members inducted at the ceremony include: 
SENIORS: Parker Peterson , Aubrey Wilson. JUNIORS: Rachel Anderson, Brooklin Ante, Alaina Bardgett, Cirra Cooksley, Isabelle 
Demmer, Madie Deutmeyer, Sophia Hegland, Maleigha Hildebrand, Jayden Hillers, Vedah Langel, Lauren LeClere, Erin Mensen, 
Colson Mersch, Anna O’Rear, Ben Palas, Kyle Pasker, Maya Pennington, Ella Pettlon, Lena Petlon,  Norah Peyton, Malorie Putz, 
Reagan Reeder, Emma Schmidt, Grace Sleper, Ethan Timmerman, Molly Waterhouse, Jaxson Weber, Karlee Wright. Kinnick Weis 
has also joined the West Delaware chapter, transferring in from Central City.   
 
 
 
   NHS Juniors             NHS Seniors 
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https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1071603/West-Delaware-Middle-School/2025-Yearbook/2024071804294567089/CATALOG_SHOP/
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Author & Illustrator Matthew Cordell visit-
ed Lambert Elementary on November 12, 
2024. Matthew Cordell is the 2018 Caldecott 
Award Winner for the illustrations in his 
book Wolf in the Snow. Leading up to the visit, 
National Honor Society students read the first 
chapter of Cordell's book Cornbread and Poppy 
for the Win and did some group activities sur-
rounding the book including the group activity 
"Are you Cornbread or Poppy," story discussion, 
and creation of related artwork. On the day of his 
visit, Matthew Cordell signed books, shared his 
love of reading and writing with Lambert students 
during two assemblies, and was the special guest 
with a Mr. Rogers theme featuring his authorized 
biography Hello Neighbor: The Kind and Caring 
World of Mister Rogers at Lambert Reading Night 
for families including 80 who attended. 
 
Lambert is grateful for a Theisen's More for Your 
Community Grant which provided a Cornbread 
and Poppy for the Win book for each Lambert 
family to read together.  Prizes were drawn daily 
for two weeks for students' written responses to 
the book. The theme of friendship and how our 
differences make life interesting and our journey 
better together has been an ongoing theme 
and point of celebration with reading! 
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If you see this label on a product, you can  
use the Box Tops app to scan your receipt.  

The app will find participating products  
purchased at any store and instantly add cash 
to your school’s earnings online. Please note 
that some Box Tops products are not labeled; 

check our product list for a complete list 
of participating products.  

CONVENIENT - Redeem any-
where, anytime within 14 days of 
purchase 

EASY TO USE - Automatically finds 
Box Tops products on your receipt 

REAL TIME - Your school's earn-
ings are updated online with every 
scan 

EXTRA CASH - Access special  
bonus offers on top of your Box 
Tops earnings 

Friends of Music POP CAN FUNDRAISER 

Proceeds Support Marching Band, Show Choir, and all Music Pro-
grams 

Drop Off Cans at the CAN SHED on East Main  

and request money to go to Friends of Music 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED! 
LANGUAGE AND FRIENDSHIP, INC. 
Family Stay Programs/Hosting In The U.S./Travel 
Abroad 
 
Our community has the chance to welcome teen-
agers this summer from France and Spain. This 
kind of experience can make such an impact, not 
only on the visiting students, but also on the whole  
family and our entire school community! Students 
want to practice their English and live as part of an 
American family for a short time. Host families pro-
vide room (shared room is fine but they must have 
their own bed), meals, and the willingness to in-
clude their visitor as a part of the family, including 
them in all aspects of your summer schedule. For 
more information, contact Mrs. Sandberg 
at mariannesandberg@w-delaware.k12.ia.us   
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EAT BREAKFAST AT SCHOOL 
School Breakfast Facts 

A great breakfast program is offered at school every day. 
Here are some fun facts about school breakfast: 

 It’s easy! Instead of running around in the morning trying 
to make sure your children eat a healthy meal, let us do 
the work. They can get a great breakfast at school, and 
there will be no dishes for you to wash. 

 It’s affordable! If qualified, your child may be able to get breakfast at a 
reduced price or for free. If your child already east a free or reduced 
price lunch, they automatically qualify for a free or reduced price break-
fast.  

 It’s tasty! Schools now have more variety to choose from when deciding 
what to offer your children for breakfast. Request a menu so you can view 
what your child may be eating at school. 

 It’s good for the brain! Research suggest that not having breakfast can  
affect children’s intellectual performance.  

Online Free/Reduced Application  
 

Learn more about school meals at West Delaware! 
Visit www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us 

Food Services has their own page on our website. You can find the link under the  
District tab. Menus, free/reduced application, links to the lunch program and RevTrack, and info 

about Food Services can all be found on our webpage. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
These announcements are provided as a courtesy to our community.  

The events are not sponsored by nor affiliated with West Delaware Community Schools.  

DECEMBER 
Wrap the World in the Warmth of Kindness. Kindness is the 

best gift to give and receive. #Manchesterkind 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
GBB vs Marion 
4:15 
8th home 
7th away 
 
School Board Mtg 
5:00 HS Library 
 
 

10 
7/8 Boys Wrestling 
home 4:15 
 

11 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 

12 
GBB vs  
Independence 
8th away 4:15 
7th away 5:15 
 
5th & 6th Band 
and Vocal Concert 
6:30 Hanson Aud 
 
 

13 
Boys Wrestling 
home 4:15 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
7th & 8th Band 
and Vocal Concert 
6:30 Hanson Aud 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

19 
GBB vs  
Mt Vernon 4:15 
8th away 
7th home 
 

20 
  

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 NO SCHOOL 

24 
NO SCHOOL 

25 
NO SCHOOL 

 

26 
NO SCHOOL 

27 
NO SCHOOL 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 

 

31 
NO SCHOOL 

 

Jan 1 
NO SCHOOL 

 

Jan 2 
NO SCHOOL 

Jan 3 
NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Prof Dev 

Jan 3 
 

1 
 
   
  
  
 
 

2 
7/8 Boys Wrestling 
at Cedar Falls 4:00 
 
GBB vs  
Williamsburg 4:15 
8th home 
7th away 

3 
7/8 Boys Wrestling 
at Alburnett 4:30 
 
 

4 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

 
 

5 
7/8 Boys Wrestling 
at Independence 
4:15 
 
GBB vs CPU 4:15 
8th away 
7th home 

6 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

7 
NEIBA Honor 
Band at Oelwein 
 
Boys Wrestling 
home 8:00 
 

8 
 

9 
Girls Wrestling at 
Williamsburg 4:00 
 
School Board Mtg 
5:00 HS Library 
 
Band & Vocal 
Concert 7:30 
Hanson Aud 
 
 

10 
B&G BB at 
Xtream Arena in 
Coralville 4:30 
 

11 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

3:30-6:30 

12 
B&G  Wrestling at 
CPU 6:00 
 
 

13 
B&G Bowling 
home 4:00 
 
B&G BB home 
4:30 
 
B&G Wrestling at 
South Winn 5:30 
 

14 
Girls Bowling at 
Cedar Rapids 1:00 
 
Girls BB at Loras 
College 2:30 

15 
 

16 
9th Boys Wrestling 
home 5:00 
 

17 
B&G BB at  
Marion 4:30 
 
Girls Wrestling 
home 6:00 
 
 

18 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 

19 
Girls Wrestling 
Battle of W’loo 
9:00  
 
Boys Wrestling 
home 6:00 
 

20 
Var Boys  
Wrestling at Battle 
of W’loo 9:00  
 
B&G BB home 
4:30 
 
JV Boys Wrestling 
at Clayton Ridge 
4:30 

21 
Var Boys  
Wrestling at Battle 
of W’loo 9:00 
 
Girls Wrestling at 
East Buchanan 
10:00 
 
Boys Bowling at 
Cedar Rapids 1:00 

22 
 

23 
 NO SCHOOL 

24 
NO SCHOOL 

25 
NO SCHOOL 

26 
NO SCHOOL 

27 
NO SCHOOL 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 

 

31 
NO SCHOOL 

 

Jan 1 
NO SCHOOL 

 

Jan 2 
NO SCHOOL 

 
B&G BB at  
Beckman 6:00 
 

Jan 3 
NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Prof Dev 
 

Girls BB home 
6:00 

Jan 4 
JV Girls Wrestling 
at CPU 10:00 

1 
 
   
  
  
 
 

2 
B&G Bowling at  
Independence 4:00 
 
9th Boys BB at  
Ed-Co 6:00 
 

3 
B&G Basketball  
at West Dbq 4:30 
 
Girls Wrestling at 
Elkader 5:00 
 

4 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

 

5 
Boys Wrestling at 
Charles City 6:00 
 

6 
B&G Basketball 
home 4:30 
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 West Delaware County Community School District 

701 New Street 
Manchester, Iowa  52057 
 
Address Service Requested 




