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A newsletter for the communities, parents and students of the West Delaware School District 

Newsletter October 2024 

West Delaware ISASP Summary   
School Year 2023-2024 

Submitted by: Matt O’Loughlin, Director of Student Services 
 

The West Delaware Community School District administered the Iowa Statewide Assessment 
of Student Performance in the Spring of 2024.  The test includes Reading/Language, Writing, 
and Math for grades 3-11.  A science test is included in grades 5, 8 and 10.      
               

S	T	U	D	E	N	T			A	C	H	I	E	V	E	M	E	N	T	
	
PERCENTAGE	PROFICIENT	ON	THE	ENGLISH	LANGUAGE	ARTS	(ELA)	ASSESSMENT	
(Proϐicient	plus	Advanced)	

PERCENTAGE	PROFICIENT	ON	THE	MATH	ASSESSMENT	(Proϐicient	plus	Advanced)	

	

Grade 2022-2023 
WEST DELA-

WARE 

2022-2023 
STATE OF IO-

WA 

2023-2024 
WEST 

DELAWARE 

2023-2024 
STATE OF 

IOWA 
3 67% 66% 62% 64% 

4 74% 73% 79% 72% 

5 81% 69% 81% 69% 

6 79% 73% 83% 75% 

7 88% 74% 88% 77% 

8 90% 76% 91% 77% 

9 79% 79% 83% 73% 

10 83% 73% 82% 73% 

11 69% 69% 84% 70% 

Grade 2022-2023 
WEST DELA-

WARE 

2022-2023 
STATE OF IO-

WA 

2023-2024 
WEST 

DELAWARE 

2023-2024 
STATE OF 

IOWA 
3 82% 76% 79% 76% 

4 78% 73% 80% 72% 

5 90% 71% 85% 71% 

6 71% 70% 80% 71% 

7 79% 68% 80% 69% 

8 80% 72% 80% 73% 

9 73% 61% 73% 63% 

10 81% 66% 75% 65% 

11 70% 67% 79% 65% 
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West Delaware Schools 
701 New Street 
Manchester, IA  52057 
(563) 927-3515 
 
Mission Statement:  The 
mission of the West Del-
aware County Communi-
ty School District, in 
collaboration with the 
family and community, is 
to provide a safe, cultur-
ally rich environment in 
which all students can 
reach their full potential 
academically, emotional-
ly, physically and social-
ly. 
 
Vision:  Challenging 
Academics, Relation-
ships, 21st Century Skills 
 
Board of Education 
Carl Johnson, President 
Steve Buesing, Vice Pres 
Luke Imsland, Director 
Jamie Vaske, Director 
Jon Worden, Director 
 
Superintendent 
Jen Vance 
 

Director of Student  
Services 
Matt O’Loughlin 
 

Director of Finance 
Lynnette Engel 
 

Lambert Elementary   
Rudi Hameister,  
Principal 
 

Middle School 
Jacqueline Lahey 
Principal 
 

High School 
Tim Felderman, Principal 
Matt Weis,  
Asst. Principal/AD 
 

Buildings, Grounds 
& Transportation 
Gary Fonck Director 
 

Director of Technology 
Joe Hegland 
 

Director of Food  
Service 
Kim Sperfslage 
 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Jacque Lahr 

PERCENTAGE	PROFICIENT	ON	THE	SCIENCE	ASSESSMENT	(Proϐicient	plus	Advanced)	

For	more	information	you	can	visit		
https://educateiowa.gov/pk‐12/student‐assessment‐pk‐12	

Graduation	Rate	
The Iowa Department of Education (DE) released graduation and dropout rates recently. Iowa 
continues to report 4 year and 5 year cohort graduation rates to reflect the work districts and 
schools put forth in helping all students earn diplomas. Iowa has adopted a 4 year and 5 year co-
hort graduation rate methodology in accordance with federal requirement 34 CFR 200.19(b)(1)(i). 

	
	

Grade 2022-2023 
WEST DELA-

WARE 

2022-2023 
STATE OF IO-

WA 

2023-2024 
WEST 

DELAWARE 

2023-2024 
STATE OF 

IOWA 
5 70% 63% 73% 59% 

8 80% 66% 77% 65% 

10 75% 62% 73% 59% 

  Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

WD 4-year Grad 
Rate 

92.50% 94.80% 92.86% 

Iowa 4-year 
Grad Rate 

87.80% 87.40% 87.50% 

WD 5-year Grad 
Rate 

93.20% 96.52%   

Iowa 5- year 
Grad Rate 

90.10% 89.70%   
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https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/westdelms
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Spotlight on Volunteers 

 

We are excited to spotlight some of our volunteers 
every other month in our school newsletter this 
year. This month we highlight our volunteers who 
helped get the school year off to a great start.  Our 

bus shepherds at Lambert helped our students get to/from their buses 
safely the first few days of school.  This provides safety for our students 
as well as eases the fears of our little ones.  Special thanks to Roger 
Helmrichs, Jody Helmrichs, Carol Rave and Teri Allen for their help with 
this.  We are also grateful for all who helped with the Back to School Fair 
to organize and distribute school supplies and some clothing needs to our 
students.  When the kids’ needs are met, they can focus on their learn-
ing.  If you’d like to volunteer at West Delaware, please visit our website: 
https://www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/Pages/district/volunteer.html or contact 
Jacque Lahr at jacquelahr@w-delaware.k12.ia.us or call 563-927-3515 ext. 
207.  
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To recognize the National School Lunch Program, 
serving nearly 30 million children each day, West 
Delaware Schools will celebrate National School 
Lunch Week from October 14-18, 2024. The fun 
and creative campaign theme, “School Lunch  
Pirates: Find Your Treasure,” highlights the  
importance of a healthy school lunch to a student’s 
success both in and out of the classroom. 
 
Research shows children are getting their healthiest 
meals at school. National School Lunch Week will 
highlight the nutritious foods available daily at 
West Delaware. School lunches offer students 
fruits and vegetables, whole grains and milk, and 
meet federal nutrition standards limiting fat, calo-
ries and sodium. National School Lunch Week 
helps us educate parents and students about all the 
wonderful benefits of our lunch program. The fed-
erally funded National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP) has been fueling students for success for 
77 years.  
 

 
Learn more about school meals at West Delaware! 

Visit www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us 
Food Services has their own page on our website. You can find the link under the  

District tab. Menus, free/reduced application, links to the lunch program and RevTrack, and info 
about Food Services can all be found on our webpage. 

Online Free/Reduced Application  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oReqCZ91dqA
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High School Students Wanting to Participate in College Athletics:  
NCAA Eligibility Center: High school students who hope to participate in college athletics at the NCAA Divi-
sion I or II levels must register at https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/loginAction. It is important the student 
take an active role in this process and start to prepare themselves from high school student athlete to college 
student athlete.  

NAIA Eligibility Center: High school students who hope to participate in college athletics at the NAIA level 
must register at https://play.mynaia.org/. The NAIA requires all student athletes wishing to participate in Divi-
sion III sports to register.  

EARLY GRADUATION REQUESTS:  
Seniors who wish to graduate early, and who 
have met all graduation requirements, must apply. 
In order to graduate early, students must have the 
approval of the principal and WD School Board. 
Early graduation request forms are available in 
the High School Office. 

Deadlines: 
Term 2 - January 8, 2025 
Term 3 - March 5, 2025 
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2024-2025 ACT Test Dates 
Register at act.org or contact the High School Counseling Office for further information.  

Seniors - Do You Need Help With FAFSA? 
 If you’re a senior planning for college (or the parent of one), you need to file the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Filling out FAFSA is one of the first major steps in college preparation and the planning 
process. It is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as it becomes available as some types of financial 
aid may run out if you wait until the last minute to apply.  
 
FAFSA is a free form that may be completed without professional assistance via paper or electronic forms 
provided by the U.S. Department of Education at www.fafsa.ed.gov. If you are filling out FAFSA and looking 
for more information, consider looking at the following links:  

What is FAFSA? Helpful tips on filling out the FAFSA and additional information on the differences between 
types of federal aid: http://www.affordablecolleges.com/resources/fafsa/ 

8 Steps to Filling out FAFSA: https://blog.ed.gov/2016/09/8-steps-filling-fafsa/ 

7 Things needed before Filling out the FAFSA 

FREE FAFSA SUPPORT is also available by  
contacting: 
Susan Brown 
Manchester/Oelwein RAMS Center Supervisor 
844-642-2338 Ext. 7102 
brownsu@nicc.edu 

TEST DATE REGISTRATION  
DEADLINE 

December 14, 2024 November 8, 2024 

February 8, 2025 January 3, 2025 

April 5, 2025 February 28, 2025 

June 6, 2025 May 9, 2025 

July 7, 2025 June 6, 2025 

SENIOR MEETINGS:  
High School counselors Shelby Piersch 
and Mackenzie Atwater wrapped up 
Senior Meetings in September. These 
short one-on-one check-ins are valua-
ble opportunities to discuss future  
college and career goals for after high 
school. Transcripts are reviewed to  
ensure each senior has met all  
graduation requirements.  
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Senior Picture Guidelines 
Senior Class of 2025 

West Delaware High School 
(563) 927–3515 ext. 347 

  
1. Senior pictures must be received by the yearbook adviser by Nov. 1. Any photos received after 
that date will not be guaranteed to be included in the yearbook. 
  
2. Senior photographs will be published in the high school yearbook, in the local newspa-
per, and in a senior composite given to the seniors at graduation. Please make sure your 
photographer allows for their photograph to be reprinted in these publications as some 
photography services retain copyright privileges, which limit the usage of a photograph.  
 
3. Senior photos must be submitted digitally. Attach the image to an email to helentemeyer@w-
delaware.k12.ia.us. 
  
4. All photographs must contain a resolution of at least 300 DPI and be 5 x 7 inches in 
size. Each photograph must be a vertical, formal head-and-shoulders photograph. Full-body 
poses are not acceptable. Please avoid distracting backgrounds. 
  
5. Pictures must contain only one person. Pictures must not contain props, such as cars, sports 
equipment, or pets. Hats, which cover or darken eyes, will not be allowed. 
  
6. Tasteful, modest clothing is required, making off-the-shoulder and strapless clothing unaccepta-
ble. The annual staff and school administration will determine whether the attire is appropriate for 
publication. 
  
7. If you do not plan to have your photographs taken by a professional photographer of your 
choice, please have your photo taken by Halverson Photography. They will take underclass 
photographs at the beginning of the school year. Halverson Photography does not require you to 
purchase any photographs, and the school will receive the digital image. See Helen  
Temeyer for other cost-free options. 
  
8. Professional photos can take time. Following is a typical timeline: 3-5 weeks to schedule an  
appointment; 2 weeks to receive proofs of photographs; 3 weeks to select senior photographs;  
4 - 6 weeks to process the order. 
  
9. If you have any questions, please contact Helen Temeyer, yearbook adviser, West Delaware 
High School, 605 New Street, Manchester, IA 52057.(e-mail: helentemeyer@w-delaware.k12.ia.us) 
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With the new school year underway, please be sure to turn in required 
health forms for all preschool, junior kindergarten, and kindergarten forms 
as soon as possible.  Also, please make sure your most up-to-date contact 
number or email is available in Powerschool to ensure school personnel 
can contact you if your child is hurt or sick. If you need help with this, 
please contact the health office and we can help you!  
 
Please send an extra change of clothing for all students ages preschool - 
4th grade. The health office has very limited items when a student needs 
to have a change of clothing, and we are already using up our supply! If 
your student comes home in clothing from the heath office, please send 
the item back.   
 
Dental screenings will be performed for all 9th grade students who have 
not turned in the Certificate of Dental Screening from the Iowa Department 
of Public Health to the health office in December, 2024.   
 
As of July 1, 2008, it is mandatory that all students enrolled in 9th grade 
present documentation of a certificate of dental screening to their respec-
tive high school.  The purpose of the dental screening requirement is to 
improve the oral health of Iowa’s children. 
 
Students who have completed a screening within one year prior to 9th 
grade enrollment or a screening within 4 months after enrollment to 9th 
grade is acceptable. 
 
The form attached must be completed by a dentist or dental hygienist  
only. If your child has been to the dentist or dental hygienist, please take 
this form back to the dentist/dental hygienist to have it signed and return 
the form to school.  
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If you see this label on a product, you can  
use the Box Tops app to scan your receipt.  

The app will find participating products  
purchased at any store and instantly add cash 
to your school’s earnings online. Please note 
that some Box Tops products are not labeled; 

check our product list for a complete list 
of participating products.  

CONVENIENT - Redeem any-
where, anytime within 14 days of 
purchase 

EASY TO USE - Automatically finds 
Box Tops products on your receipt 

REAL TIME - Your school's earn-
ings are updated online with every 
scan 

EXTRA CASH - Access special  
bonus offers on top of your Box 
Tops earnings 

Friends of Music POP CAN FUNDRAISER 

Proceeds Support Marching Band, Show Choir, and all Music Pro-
grams 

Drop Off Cans at the CAN SHED on East Main  

and request money to go to Friends of Music 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED! 
LANGUAGE AND FRIENDSHIP, INC. 
Family Stay Programs/Hosting In The U.S./Travel 
Abroad 
 
Our community has the chance to welcome teen-
agers this summer from France and Spain. This 
kind of experience can make such an impact, not 
only on the visiting students, but also on the whole  
family and our entire school community! Students 
want to practice their English and live as part of an 
American family for a short time. Host families pro-
vide room (shared room is fine but they must have 
their own bed), meals, and the willingness to in-
clude their visitor as a part of the family, including 
them in all aspects of your summer schedule. For 
more information, contact Mrs. Sandberg 
at mariannesandberg@w-delaware.k12.ia.us   
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
These announcements are provided as a courtesy to our community.  

The events are not sponsored by nor affiliated with West Delaware Community Schools.  

OCTOBER 
Fall into Kindness 

Scare up some kindness 
#Manchesterkind 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 

8 
7/8 Cross Country 
home 4:00 
 
FB vs Vinton 4:15 
7th home 
8th away 

9 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 

10 
VB vs Benton 4:15 
7th home 
8th away 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
School Board Mtg 
6:00 High School 
Library 
 
Cross Country at 
CPU 4:15 
 

15 
8th FB home 4:15 
 
 
 

16 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

2:30-6:30 

17 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

2:30-6:30 
 

7th FB at  
Independence 4:15 

18 
  

19 
 

20 
 

21 
  

22 
 

23 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
 
 

30 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

31 
 

Nov 1 
Picture Re-Takes 

Nov 2 
 

 
 
   
  
  
 
 

 
 

1 
8th FB home 4:15 
 
7th VB at 
Williamsburg 4:15 
 
7/8 Cross Country 
at Williamsburg 
4:30 

2 
NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Prof Dev 
 

 

3 
7th FB at  
Mt Vernon 4:15 
 
8th VB home 4:15 
 

4 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

5 
8:00-11:00 
 Homecoming 
Dance  

6 
 

7 
Esports 4:00 
 
JV FB home 6:00 
 
 

8 
Cross Country 
home 4:00 
 
Esports  4:00 
 
9/10/JV/Var VB at 
CPU 5:00 
 
 

9 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences  

3:30-6:30 

10 
Esports 4:00 
 
10/Var VB at  
Cedar Falls 5:00 
 

11 
9/Var FB home 
5:00 
 

12 
IHSMA State 
Marching Band at 
Dubuque Senior 
 
Var VB at Cedar 
Rapids Jefferson 
8:30 
 

13 
 

14 
School Board Mtg 
6:00 High School 
Library 
 
10 FB at Wahlert 
3:30 
 
Esports 4:00 
 
JV VB at  
Cedar Rapids 
Washington 5:00 

15 
10th VB home 
5:00 
 
 
 

16 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 

17 
Var VB at Marion 
4:00 
 
Cross Country at 
Marion 4:00 
 
Esports 4:00 
 

18 
 9/Var FB at 
Independence 5:00 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 Esports 4:00 
 
10 FB home 6:00 

22 
Vocal Music  
Concert 7:30  
Hanson Aud 
 
Regional VB TBD 

23 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

Cross Country 
State Qualifying 
Meet 4:00 location 
TBD 

24 
Esports 4:00 
 
Regional VB TBD 

25 
End 1st Quarter 
 
9/Var FB home 
5:00 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
Esports 4:00 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
Regional VB TBD 
 

30 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

31 
 

Nov 1 
Picture Re-Takes 
 
1st Round FB 
Playoffs 7:00  
Location TBD 
 
State Cross  
Country Meet in 
Fort Dodge 

Nov 2 
 

 
 
   
  
  
 
 

 
 

1 
Esports 4:00 
 
Cross Country at 
Williamsburg 4:30 
 
9/10/JV/Var VB 
Home 5:00 

2 
NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Prof Dev 
 

 

3 
Esports 4:00 
 
 

4 
2:00 Homecoming 
Parade 
 
9/Var FB home 
5:00 
 




