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A newsletter for the communities, parents and students of the West Delaware School District 

Newsletter April 2025 

West Delaware’s Brown Field:  
A Game-Changer for Athletics and Events 

Submitted by Matt Weis, High School Assistant Principal and Activities Director 
 
About a year ago, conversations amongst the West Delaware School Board started to pick up in  
regard to installing turf at Brown Field. Since its inception in 1930, Brown has been the home to 
Hawk Football. It didn’t take long for more sports and events to start taking place there.  
 
West Delaware’s Brown Field underwent a major transformation with the installation of brand-new 
turf last summer, and the benefits have already been on full display. The turf has brought expanding 
opportunities for student-athletes and the community alike. 
 
This spring, the turf has allowed West Delaware soccer to take full advantage of the field, providing 
a consistent and high-quality playing surface regardless of weather conditions. The flexibility of the 
new surface has also opened doors for potential new events, including discussions about hosting a 
marching band competition next fall—an exciting prospect that would bring schools from across the 
region to compete in Manchester. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps the most unique event to take place on Brown Field so far was the historic outdoor volley-
ball match last September vs. Mount Vernon. We have hosted many memorable events during my 
time at West Delaware, but this one will always hold a special place in my heart. It showed what 
being part of the Hawk family is all about. Everyone helped come together to make that night  
possible and helped give fans and athletes an unforgettable experience. 
 
Nights like that wouldn’t have been possible without our new turf. West Delaware’s investment in 
Brown Field is already paying off, and with even more events on the horizon, the future looks bright 
for this state-of-the-art facility. Go Hawks!!! 
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West Delaware Schools 
701 New Street 
Manchester, IA  52057 
(563) 927-3515 
 
Mission Statement:  The 
mission of the West Del-
aware County Communi-
ty School District, in 
collaboration with the 
family and community, is 
to provide a safe, cultur-
ally rich environment in 
which all students can 
reach their full potential 
academically, emotional-
ly, physically and social-
ly. 
 
Vision:  Challenging 
Academics, Relation-
ships, 21st Century Skills 
 
Board of Education 
Steve Buesing, President 
Jamie Vaske, Vice Pres 
Luke Imsland, Director 
Carl Johnson, Director 
Jon Worden, Director 
 
Superintendent 
Jen Vance 
 

Director of Student  
Services 
Matt O’Loughlin 
 

Director of Finance 
Lynnette Engel 
 

Lambert Elementary   
Rudi Hameister,  
Principal 
 

Middle School 
Jacqueline Lahey 
Principal 
 

High School 
Tim Felderman, Principal 
Matt Weis,  
Asst. Principal/AD 
 

Buildings, Grounds 
& Transportation 
Gary Fonck Director 
 

Director of Technology 
Joe Hegland 
 

Director of Food  
Service 
Kim Sperfslage 
 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Jacque Lahr 

How can we already be in April? I just wanted to take this opportunity to share ten 
things I have discovered about West Delaware in my first ten months on the job: 
 
1. WD has an amazing staff! Since we started the Staff Shout Outs earlier this Fall, 

we have received nearly 120 shoutouts to our amazing staff! If you would like to 
submit a shout out, please visit this link. 

 
2. Kids are doing great things every day at WD. 85% of our high school students are 

involved in at least one extracurricular activity. If your child is not involved, encour-
age them to find an activity to connect with. WD has something for everyone! 

 
3. 82% of our students are proficient in English Language Arts on the Statewide As-

sessment of Progress (ISASP). 
 
4. 79% of our students are proficient in Math on the Statewide Assessment of Pro-

gress (ISASP). 
 
5. Last Spring, nearly $70,000 in scholarships were awarded to the Class of 2024. 
 
6. Staff members are working hard every day to create a safe learning environment 

for our students. Visit this link to see what that looks like in each building. We are 
trying but also know we are not perfect. Please help us by talking with your stu-
dent about the importance of treating everyone with respect…even when no one is 
watching!! 

 
7. Eleven FFA Members earned their Iowa Degree this year.  Less than 10% of FFA 

members receive this degree, and it is the highest degree that can be bestowed 
upon an FFA member by the Iowa FFA Association each year!  

 
8. The Manchester Police Department is very supportive of our students. They look 

for ways to be involved with our students in positive ways such as being a reading 
buddy. 

 
9. Post Secondary options offered at WD have saved parents $713,280 in college 

expenses. 
 
10. The parents of WD students are involved and want to contribute to their child’s 

success. Thank you for your communication with us in support of your children! At 
the end of the day we all want the best experience for our kids! 

 
Thank you to everyone who makes West Delaware a great place to be! I could not be 
more thankful for the opportunity to join the community. It’s a great day to be a Hawk!! 
 
Jen Vance, Superintendent 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmUtvLVSwiejr0Io0a_oGlIXnRWlsk-0POXXKPKefEWubcyA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RhezhR-zv2moiO5Y7hLupR14tcSyKR60/view
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School supplies order time is here!! Please use the information below to get your order 
placed. In addition to being a convenient way to shop for school supplies, it's also a fund-
raiser for our Academic Booster Club. This club does many great things for our schools... 
scholarships for seniors, grants for teachers to provide additional opportunities in our 
classrooms, and much more! Here is what you'll need to place your order: 
Deadline is May 15th. 
https://www.educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks/ 
School Code WES284.  
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The Academic Booster Club is 
looking for volunteers!!  
Many of the group members have students who 
are graduating and are actively searching for 

new members. This group is so important to our district!! They 
support teachers through awarding grants and support our  
students by providing scholarship opportunities. The group meets 
once per month. Anyone interested should email  
westdelawareabc@gmail.com. Thank you for your consideration 
in joining this group!  

Lambert Picnic Day will be on May 21st!  
Schedules will be sent home to families soon.  

 
This year we are happy to share that Kona Ice will be 
at Lambert during the picnic! They will have a variety 
of options for flavors and sizes. Cash or Card will be 
accepted.  

 
 

  $4- 12 oz. Klassic Size  
  $5- 16 oz King Size 
  $6- 18 oz Color-Changing Souvenir Cup. 
 
 

 
*Flavors: lime, grape, raspberry, cherry and crafted flavors also  
available- blackberry mojito, Caribbean cherry, lavender lemonade.  
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We are excited to spotlight some of our volunteers every 
other month in our school newsletter this year. This month 
we highlight four individuals who give so much of their time 
and talents to support our students! Pat Johnson logs the 
most hours in our volunteer database. This year, through 
March, Pat has logged 438 hours. She spends most of her 
time in the Title Reading program assisting Lisa Kass, but she 
also helps with other projects at Lambert, as well as at the 
high school helping with speech and music. Jason White  
volunteers his time coaching and he has logged 220 hours. He 
works with our wrestling program and often helps in the  
concession stand. Jody King and Corene Messer spend a great 
deal of time with our 2nd graders! They both help out in 
Melissa Coates’ room - Jody has logged 191.5 hours this year 
through the month of March and Corene has logged 160 
hours. I know many people, especially our volunteer coaches, 
don’t often log their hours, so the help from our community is 
endless! I don’t know what we’d do without these amazing  
volunteers at West Delaware - thank you!  
 

If you’d like to volunteer here at West Delaware, please visit our website: https://
www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/Pages/district/volunteer.html or contact Jacque Lahr at 
jacquelahr@w-delaware.k12.ia.us or call 563-927-3515 ext. 207.  

 
Spotlight on  
Volunteers 
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West Delaware Driver Education Registration Summer 2025 



Hawk Highlights        www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us 10 

SENIOR AWARDS NIGHTS – Wednesday, May 
7th at 7PM in Hanson Auditorium  
This disƟnguished event is not only scholarships sen-
iors have applied for, but also includes awards and 
recogniƟons that have no applicaƟon process. A sen-
ior may have been nominated by someone at school 
or in the community to be honored! Your presence at 
this event is an opportunity to watch hard working 
seniors reap their rewards and be surprised at unex-
pected recogniƟon. “Pay it forward” by aƩending and 
thanking the local community, patrons, sponsors and 
volunteers who provide a solid foundaƟon for our 
WDHS students. 
 
In addiƟon to the scholarships/awards/nominaƟons, 
Friends of Music, Senior Academics and AthleƟc 
Booster Club will be recognized. The Class of 2025 are 
to be congratulated for a job well done and celebrat-
ed for all their accomplishments.  
 
The spotlight will be turned on. Seniors will be show-
cased siƫng on the stage in front of family, friends, 
donors and community members. Semi formal aƫre 
is requested. A large group photo will be taken at the 
end of the night to post in the Manchester Press. 

WaMaC Conference Art Show 
Hosted by West Delaware High School held in Seedorff Gymnasium 

- Wednesday, April 23, 2025 - 
  

8:30 to 10:30 am -- Art Show Open for Public Viewing 
                                    Held in Hanson Auditorium      
  
This years’ WaMaC Art conference will be held and hosted by West Delaware High School. The show will consist of 
6 area high schools including West Delaware, Independence, Marion, Center Point Urbana, Mount Vernon, and Solon. 
 
Each school district is allowed to submit no more than 20 items. This gives the show a grand total of 120 visual art 
entries. “As always, I am anticipating an outstanding showing of student talent and a breath of visual art exhibits.”, 
says Ms. Pitzenberger-Timp, West Delaware’s High School Art instructor. “It’s a show you won’t want to miss.” 

  
The agenda for the day will include students perusing the show and voting for students’ choice Terry Masters Award. 
Following the viewing, a presentation for students and teachers from Louise Kames MFA, Professor of Art, Clarke 
University, Dubuque, IA. will be held in the Hanson Auditorium. The day concludes with an awards ceremony of the 
winning art entries.  
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2024-2025 ACT Test Dates 
Register at act.org or contact the High School Counseling Office for further information.  

 

Do You Need Help With FAFSA? 
If you’re a senior planning for college (or the parent of one), you need to file the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Filling out FAFSA is one of the first major steps in college preparation and the planning 
process. It is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as it becomes available as some types of financial 
aid may run out if you wait until the last minute to apply.  
 
FAFSA is a free form that may be completed without professional assistance. Forms are provided at https://
studentaid.gov/. However, if you are filling out FAFSA and looking for free support whether it be setting up an 
appointment for assistance, or for questions and answers, you may consider reaching out to:  

 
 
 

High School Students Wanting to Participate in College Athletics:  
NCAA Eligibility Center: High School students who hope to participate in college athletics at the 
NCAA Division I or II levels, must register at eligibilitycenter.org. It is imperative the student take an 
active role in this process and start to prepare themselves from high school student athlete to col-
lege student athlete. 
NAIA Eligibility Center: High School students who hope to participate in college athletics at the 
NAIA level must register at playnaia.org/eligibility-center. The NAIA requires all student athletes 
who have never played a championship sport in the NAIA to have their eligibility determined before they 
can play.  

WEST DELAWARE CLASS OF 2025 
 

Class Flower:    Daisy (New Beginnings) 
       
Class Colors:    Black and Silver 
 
Class Song:      One Last Breath by Creed 
 
Class Motto:   “That’s the beauty of the future. We get  
     to change it.” - Seanan McGuire      

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

June 6, 2025 May 9, 2025 

July 7, 2025 June 6, 2025 

Susan Brown 
Manchester/Oelwein RAMS Center Supervisor 
844-642-2338 Ext 7102 
brownsu@nicc.edu 

Iowa College Access Network (ICAN) 
East Central Iowa Student Success Center 
Direct: (319) 423-7706 
http://www.icansucceed.org/ 

OR 
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Congratulations to the Eastern Iowa Reading Council’s Creative Writing Contest! 
 

Poetry Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Story Winners 

Grade Place Name Teacher 

Kindergarten 1st place Rex Rogers Dawn Schechtman, Rylee Lahr 

Kindergarten 2nd place Henry Sbai Dawn Schechtman, Lexi Jasper 

1st Grade 1st place Kallum Moser Dawn Schechtman, Nancy Cook 

1st Grade 2nd place Lucas May Dawn Schechtman, Amanda Downs 

3rd Grade 1st place Kinslee Ponsar Dawn Schechtman, Megan Schachterle 

3rd Grade 2nd place Avery Polito Morgan Ryan 

3rd Grade 3rd place Meira Geiss Dawn Schechtman, Meg Palmer 

5th Grade 1st place Hennik Reth Dawn Schechtman 

5th grade 3rd place (tie) Tessa Elsbernd Dawn Schechtman 

5th Grade 3rd place (tie) Levi Kulper Karen Kehrli 

7th Grade 2nd place Cora Elsbernd Ben Moser 

9th Grade 1st place Kaci Reth Helen Temeyer 

Grade Place Name Teacher 

Kindergarten 1st place Rex Rogers Dawn Schechtman, Rylee Lahr 

Kindergarten 2nd place Henry Sbai Dawn Schechtman, Lexi Jasper 

1st Grade 1st place Bennett Wenger Nancy Cook 

1st Grade 2nd place Kallum Moser Nancy Cook 

1st Grade 3rd place (tie) Hannah Polito Nancy Cook 

1st Grade 3rd place (tie) Lucas May Dawn Schechtman, Amanda Downs 

2nd Grade 1st place Calvin Elsbernd Jenny Pettlon 

3rd Grade 3rd place Imogen Milroy Dawn Schechtman, Morgan Ryan 

4th Grade 1st place Maliyah Mohr Julie Gillihan 

5th Grade 1st place Tessa Elsbernd Dawn Schechtman 

5th Grade 2nd place Brennan Bachman Dawn Schechtman 

5th Grade 3rd place Sonia Geiss, Tessa Elsbernd, Aurora Lamb  Dawn Schechtman 

6th Grade 3rd place Silas Nefzger and Oliver Franzen  Ben Moser 

7th Grade 1st place Aurora Milroy and Cora Elsbernd  Ben Moser 

7th Grade 3rd place Cora Elsbernd Ben Moser 
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Spring is here! With the wet spring weather, please send an extra ouƞit with your elementary students to 
change into if they get wet and/or muddy while at school.  

Second and third grade students will have an opportunity (with parental consent) to parƟcipate in the ISMILE 
dental sealant program April 10th and 11th. Consent forms were sent home with students in March.  Please 
complete the form and return it as soon as possible if you have not already done so.  

As we’ve entered the final quarter of the 2024-2025 school year, it’s a great Ɵme to start planning for your 
student’s 2025-2026 school health requirements: 

New Kindergarten students will need immunizaƟon records, a dental screening, a vision screening, and 
a lead level screening. 

3rd grade students need a vision screening. 

9th grade students need a dental screening. 

All 7th -12th grade students who want to play a school sport need to upload an AthleƟc Physical Form 
to Bound.  Forms must be completed by a healthcare professional.    

7th and 12th grade students need the meningiƟs vaccine (one dose for upcoming 7th graders and a 
booster dose for upcoming 12th graders).   

One of the important vaccines kindergarten students need is the Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) vac-
cine.  This vaccine provides protecƟon against measles, which is a very contagious disease that affected parts 
of Texas with an outbreak this year. If you have any quesƟons or concerns about the health requirements for 
the upcoming school year, please contact the district nurse, Chelsey Pangburn at chelseypangburn@w-
delaware.k12.ia.us.   
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If you see this label on a product, you can  
use the Box Tops app to scan your receipt.  

The app will find participating products  
purchased at any store and instantly add cash 
to your school’s earnings online. Please note 
that some Box Tops products are not labeled; 

check our product list for a complete list 
of participating products.  

CONVENIENT - Redeem any-
where, anytime within 14 days of 
purchase 

EASY TO USE - Automatically finds 
Box Tops products on your receipt 

REAL TIME - Your school's earn-
ings are updated online with every 
scan 

EXTRA CASH - Access special  
bonus offers on top of your Box 
Tops earnings 

Friends of Music POP CAN FUNDRAISER 

Proceeds Support Marching Band, Show Choir, and all Music Pro-
grams 

Drop Off Cans at the CAN SHED on East Main  

and request money to go to Friends of Music 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED! 
LANGUAGE AND FRIENDSHIP, INC. 
Family Stay Programs/Hosting In The U.S./Travel 
Abroad 
 
Our community has the chance to welcome teen-
agers this summer from France and Spain. This 
kind of experience can make such an impact, not 
only on the visiting students, but also on the whole  
family and our entire school community! Students 
want to practice their English and live as part of an 
American family for a short time. Host families pro-
vide room (shared room is fine but they must have 
their own bed), meals, and the willingness to in-
clude their visitor as a part of the family, including 
them in all aspects of your summer schedule. For 
more information, contact Mrs. Sandberg 
at mariannesandberg@w-delaware.k12.ia.us   
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EAT BREAKFAST AT SCHOOL 
What’s Cooking? 

There is always a meal ready to be served. Some morn-
ings, it’s tough to find the time to make sure your kids 
are eating a nutritious breakfast. On those days, why 
not send them to the school breakfast program? Each 
meal meets government nutritional guidelines and 
standards. Schools are required to provide a breakfast meal that sup-
plies at least 1/4 of the recommended dietary allowance for protein, 
calcium, iron, Vitamin A, Vitamin C and calories. Check your child’s 
menu to see the variety of nutritious choices available at school 
breakfast, or stop by to sample the food yourself! 

 
Online Free/Reduced Application  
 

Learn more about school meals at West Delaware! 
Visit www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us 

Food Services has their own page on our website. You can find the link under the  
District tab. Menus, free/reduced application, links to the lunch program and RevTrack, and info 

about Food Services can all be found on our webpage. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
These announcements are provided as a courtesy to our community.  

The events are not sponsored by nor affiliated with West Delaware Community Schools.  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
These announcements are provided as a courtesy to our community.  

The events are not sponsored by nor affiliated with West Delaware Community Schools.  

APRIL 
Spring Brings Hope 

It’s and egg*cellent time to be kind. 
#Manchesterkind 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

 
 
   
  
  
 
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 

9 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 

10 
7&8 B-Track at  
Beckman 4:00 
 
3rd Grade Music 
Concert 6:00  
Hanson Aud 

11 
7&8 Spring Dance 
7:00 MS Gym 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
School Board Mtg 
6:00 HS Library 
 
Together We Are 
Family Night  
Fly a Kite  
5:30-7:00 at the 
Middle School 
(see details on 
page 6) 

15 
7&8 G-Track 
home 4:00 
 
 
 

16 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 
 

17 
NO SCHOOL 

 

18 
 NO SCHOOL 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 NO SCHOOL 

22 
7&8 B-Track at 
home 4:00 
 

23 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

 

24 
7&8 Boys & Girls 
Track at Ed-Co 
4:15 
 

25 
6th Grade  
EWALU Field 
Trip 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
7&8 G-Track at 
Anamosa 4:00 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
 
 

30 
Early Out 
1:25 PM  

MS & Lambert 
 

Open House for 
2025-2026 New 
Kindergarten & JK 
Families 4:30-6:00 

May 1 
7&8 B-Track at 
CPU 4:15 
 
 

May 2 
 

May 3 
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      Sunday                  Monday                 Tuesday                Wednesday               Thursday                 Friday                   Saturday 

1 
B&G Track home 
4:15 
 
Esports 4:00 

2 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

3 
B&G Soccer home  
5:00 

4 
B-Golf at Solon 
Noon 
 
Spring Play 7:00 
Hanson Aud 

5 
Spring Play 
1:00 & 6:30 
Hanson Aud 
 

6 
 

7 
B-Track at  
Anamosa 4:00 
 
B-Golf  at  
Williamsburg 4:00 
 
G-Golf home 4:00 

8 
G-Track at  
Dubuque Senior 
4:00 
 
B&G Soccer home 
5:00 
 
Esports 4:00 

9 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

10 
Esports 4:00 
 
B&G Track at  
Independence 4:30 
 
B&G Soccer at  
Maquoketa 5:00 

11 
 

12 
B&G Soccer at 
Clear Creek  
Amana 10:00 
 

13 
State FFA  
Convention in 
Ames 

14 
B-Golf home 4:00 
 
G-Golf at South 
Tama 4:00 
 
B-Track at  
Decorah 5:00 
 
School Board 
Meeting 6:00  
HS Library 

15 
G-Track at Hudson 
4:30 
 
B&G Soccer home 
5:00 
 
 
 

16 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

17 
NO SCHOOL 
 
B-Track home 
4:30 
 
G-Track at Deco-
rah 5:00 
 
B&G Soccer at 
Solon 5:00 

18 
 NO SCHOOL 
 
B-Golf at Pella 
11:00 

19 
B-Golf at Pella 
8:30 
 

20 
 

21 
 NO SCHOOL 
 
G-Golf home 4:00 
 
B-Golf at Benton 
4:00 
 
B&G Soccer at 
South Tama 5:00 
 

22 
B&G Track at 
Tipton 4:30 
 

23  Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

3:30-6:30 
 

WaMaC Art Show 
Public Viewing 
8:30-10:30  
Hanson Aud 
 
G-Golf at Beckman 
10:00 
 
G-Golf at  
Maquoketa Noon 

24 
B-Track at Denver 
4:30 
 
G-Track at home 
4:30 
 
B&G Soccer at 
home 5:00 
 
Esports 4:00 

25 
B-Golf home at 
Noon 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
G-Golf at West 
Dbq 10:00 
 
B-Golf home 4:00 
 
B&G Soccer home 
5:00 

29 
G-Golf at Solon 
9:00 
 
B&G Soccer at 
CPU 4:15 
 
B&G Track at 
Vinton 4:30 

30 
Early Out 
1:15 PM  

High School 
 

 

May 1 
B&G Soccer home 
5:00 

May 2 
JV B-Golf at West 
Dbq 11:00 
 
B-Track at  
Starmont 4:30 
 
B&G Track at 
Union 4:30 

May 3 
Prom Grand 
March 3:00 
Hanson Aud  
 
Prom Dance 8-11 
Fairgrounds 
 
Post Prom 11:00 
HS Commons, 
Gym, Auditorium 
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West Delaware County Community School District 
701 New Street 
Manchester, Iowa  52057 
 
Address Service Requested 




